a b s t r a c t
It has long been acknowledged that there is little interaction between National Immunization Technical Advisory Groups (NITAGs) in the North and even less between those in the North and those in the South. Three international meetings of NITAGs recommended establishing an international network of NITAGs centred on a core functional structure and platform to facilitate future exchanges.
The SIVAC Initiative (as part of a WHO Collaborating Center) followed-up with this recommendation, and launched an interactive platform involving all NITAGs worldwide in an active network and open collaboration: the NITAG Resource Center (NRC), accessible at http://www.nitag-resource.org
The NRC offers NITAG members and secretariats a centralized access to NITAG recommendations from around the world, systematic reviews, scientific publications, technical reports, updates from partners, and upcoming immunization events. A dedicated network manager will proactively update all contents through a strong network of regional and national focal points.
The NRC is a first step towards a more fruitful and global collaboration between NITAGs. © 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
Why was the platform needed?
It has long been acknowledged that there is little interaction between National Immunization Technical Advisory Groups (NITAGs) in the North and even less between those in the North and those in the South. The idea for a network to facilitate NITAG exchange was first discussed during international NITAG meetings from 2010 to 2012. Committees (SIVAC) Initiative, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), and NITAGs of varying maturity. The meeting outcomes included a list of collaboration topics, the recommendation to establish an international network of NITAGs centred on a core functional structure and platform to facilitate future exchange and an agreement on the platform's operational terms. Away with the passive database, here is an interactive platform As recommended by participants, The SIVAC Initiative collaborated with partners to develop and launch an interactive and global platform involving all NITAGs worldwide in an active network and open collaboration: the NITAG Resource Center (NRC), accessible at http://www.nitag-resource.org
The innovative NRC interface is accessible by computer, tablet and smartphone, allowing it to reach the widest audience in the most convenient manner (Fig. 1). 
What added value does the NRC provide NITAGs?
The NRC offers NITAG members and secretariats a centralized access to NITAG recommendations from around the world and the background documents used to issue them, systematic reviews, scientific publications, technical reports, updates from partners, and upcoming immunization events. A dedicated network manager, through a strong network of regional and national focal points, will proactively update all content. Information is shared through services such as technical newsletters and emails highlighting relevant new recommendations. In addition, the growing need for collaboration has raised the necessity to develop a network of NITAG members and a sustainable tool to facilitate their interaction. The NRC is the first step towards a more fruitful and global collaboration between NITAG members (Fig. 2) .
What are the key features?

